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ABOUT THIS REPORT

The spread of extremist
narratives is a real threat to
democraticvalues  the/léhg-
term survival of liberal
democracies

Extremistnarrativeshave always
existed,however,in the last two
decades, their diffusion has
increased considerably due to
the Internet and socialnetworks
which have allowed their rapid
viralisation amplifying their
Impact on our societies All this
happened in a context of
polycrisis  (economiefinancial
crisis of 20082010 Covidl19
pandemicin 20202022 climate
change war in Ukraineand Gaza,
etc.) in which feelings such as
distrust towards institutions and
resentment towards the elites
are sharedby a significantpart of
the Europearpopulation
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Thereare many political and socialactors spreading
extremist narratives in Europe Over the last two
decadespne of the main onesis the far right which
has significantlyincreasedits votes in all European
countries since the beginningof the 21st century,
becoming a leading political player In the 2024
Europeanrelections,far-right partieswon more than
20% of the seats in the European Parliament
Furthermore,since 2010, the far right has come to
governmentin several countries (Hungary, Poland,
Italy, Finland,the Netherlands,the CzechRepublic,
Croatia, etc.), sometimes alone, other times in
coalitionwith right-wing or alsoliberal parties

Thisreport is the result of the study of the historical
roots of extremist narratives in Europe and their
evolution and transformation over the last century.
The casestudiesthat we analysedbetweenthe end
of the 19th century and the present day are
Germany, France, ltaly, Spain, Finland, Poland,
HungarySloveniaCroatia,and Serbia

Thisreport is the result of task 3.2 of the ARENAS
project. It is the first step in being able to analyse
both the circulationof extremistnarrativescurrently
in the political and media space,as well as their
impact on European society This will ultimately
allow usto developand proposeeffective responses
and concretesolutionsandtools to stakeholderswvith
the aim of curbingthe spreadof extremistnarratives
andpromotingconstructivedialogue

Theobjectivesof thisreport are:

- identify the historicalroots of extremist narratives
in Europe

- showtheir evolution, transformationand updating
both in different national contexts as well as at a
continentallevel

- highlight the similarities existing at a European
level

- offer a complete picture of the main extremist
narrativescurrently circulatingin Europe

Startingfrom these objectives,three working groups
were formed: Nation, Gender, and Science The
following report is therefore dividedinto thesethree
sections Added to this is a brief methodological
introduction and a conclusion with policy
recommendations
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What is an extremist narrative

Toidentify extremistnarrativesandtheir historicalroots in Europe we
basedour researchon the operational definition developedby Work
Package of the ARENASroject Thedefinitionis asfollows:

Extremist narratives are extremist in the sensethat they clearly
distinguishbetweena (morally and ethically) superiorin-group that is
perceivedas legitimate and an out-group that is framed as both
inferior and dangerous and againstwhom the in-group hasto defend
their interestsat all costs,includingby meansof hostile actionsand
not acceptingany alternativeviews

Extremistnarrativesare narrativesthat often rely on "storytelling” in
the senseof evoking a structured sequenceof events caused or
experienced by actors and involving a construal of Us/Them
dichotomiesto emationallyanchorand reinforceworldviews,but also
to propagateand normaliseideologies

Sq it iscomposedf narratologicalaspectsand extremistfeatures




Far right parties and movements as entry point

As several scholars have highlighted (Camusand
Lebourg 2017 Mudde, 2019 Forti, 2021), the far
right has becomenormalizedand demarginalizedn
the lasttwo decadesfrom a marginalpolitical actor
it has become a central political actor With the
concept of far-right, we consider both political
formations defined as radical right ¢ which do not
reject democracyper se, but the liberal model of
democracyg and extremeright political formations -
which reject democracyper se (Mudde, 2019. In
several countries, far-right parties have obtained
significant electoral support and, above all, from
2010onwardsthey reachedthe government

The main ideologicalcharacteristicsof the far right
are nativism ¢ that is, the combination of
nationalismand xenophobiag, authoritarianism and
populism. One of the main themes used in the
propagandaby far-right parties and movementsis
the rejection of immigration and minority rights,
which is connectedto what has been defined as
cultural backlash Thatis a reaction againstcultural
changes that threaten the worldview of once
predominant sectors of the population (Norris and
Inglehart,2019.

Forthis reason,andfor the threat that their ideology,
and the narratives they spread, represent for a
liberal and multicultural society,founded on respect
for humanrights, the Rule of Law, gender equality
and minority rights, we decidedto considerfar-right
parties and movements as the entry point of our
research

This obviously does not mean that there are no
extremist narratives that are linked to other
ideologiesor political positioning,for exampleon the
left. Our choice essentially has two motivations
Firstly, as explained above, the far right is now a
central political actor in Europe(andbeyond) these
are no longer marginal and irrelevant parties or
movements,but political forcesthat governseveral
countries and decisivelyinfluence both the public
policies and the worldview of European citizens
Whereasn the caseof the far left, we cannotsaythe
same neither doesit have broad electoral support,
nor doesit havethe capacityto influence,like the far
right, the debatesin manycountriesor to changethe
Weltanschauungpf millions and millions of citizens
What is more, as pointed out, the threat of the far
right is much greaterfor liberal values Secondlypur
choice also dependson purely scientific reasons a
studythat setsout to analysethe historicalevolution
and circulation of extremist narrativesin different
Europeancountries is practically impossibleunless
the field of studyisreduced
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The difficulties of recognising an
extremist narrative nowadays

Simultaneouslyto the demarginalizationof far-
right parties, in recent years also extremist
narratives have progressively normalised,
becoming almost mainstream They have been
acceptedby important sectors of the European
population and by mainstream political parties,
mainly a majority part of the right, but in some
casesalsoby liberaland someleftist parties

In this sense,it is necessaryto underlinehow it is
often difficult to draw clear red lines between
what is extremist and what is considered
mainstream, especially in some countries For
example,in countrieswhere the far right governs
or hasgovernedfor severalyears,suchasHungary
and Poland,but alsoltaly, extremistnarrativesare
now mainstreamand are therefore not considered
extremist by part of the population On the
contrary, what in countries such as Hungaryis
consideredextremistare the narrativesin defence
of humanrights and minorities, accusedof being
G 3t 2 0 andakhieat to Heir nation,
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The recycling nature of extremist

narratives

To recognizeand detect extremist narratives over

sucha large period - over a century - we relied on

rhizome theory which allows us to understandhow

narratives continually evolve and recycle (Deleuze
andGuattari,1987).

Recyclingunderstoodin its broadestsense not only
refers to the reuse of materials to preserve the

environmentbut alsoto how ideas, narratives,and
historical myths are reusedand adapted over time.

This adaptation of concepts is crucial to

understandinghow extremist narrativespersistand
evolve, giving them remarkablesocial permeability

Historically,the recyclingof narratives has playeda
vital role in nation-building and the definition of

cultural identities. Fromantiquity to the presentday,
the metanarrativesthat articulate a nation'sidentity

have been essentialfor constructinga sharedvision
of the pastandthe future. Thesemetanarrativesnot

only consolidatenational identity but also prioritize

themes and values, establishingwhat is considered
fundamentalandwhat canbe secondary

Similarly,culture wars are crucialin the recyclingof

extremist narratives The culture wars are a conflict

between social groups and the struggle for

dominanceof their values beliefs,and practices The
term is commonlyusedto describecultural conflicts
basedon values,morality, and lifestyle ¢ with issues
such as abortion, homosexuality, pornography,
multiculturalism,etc. ¢ beingdescribedasthe major

politicalcleavaggHunter,1991).

Thestrugglefor control of these narrativesis key for

tracing the hegemony of the discourse on the

historical formations of nations In this sense,each
nation has created its own history and legendsto

definewhat it meansto be a"true" SpaniardFrench,
Italian, Hungariangtc. Thesestories,thoughdiverse,
share common structures and similar objectives,
showinga tendencyto recycleconceptsand values
to maintainthe cohesionand legitimacyof the group
in question

In this sense, the rhizome theory is useful for
understandinghow narratives evolve and adapt to
different historicalcontexts Accordingto this theory,
narratives do not follow a linear hierarchical
structure but expandand connectin a non-linear
way, like the roots of a rhizome Thisflexibility allows
narrativesto adaptto changinghistoricaland social
contexts, maintaining their relevance and
effectiveness The recycling nature of extremist
narratives, as well as their ability to reinvent
themselvesand circulate through time and space,
are key elementsin understandingheir strengthand
social permeability These narratives do not
disappear they transform and resurface, always
maintainingthe core of their fundamentalideas

ANALYSIS OF AND RESPONSES TO EXTREMIST NARRATIVES

[N
w



03 HISTORICAL ROOTS
OF EXTREMIST

NARRATIVES: NATION




HISTORICAL ROOTS OF EXTREMIST NAR

NATION

Executive summary

The topic of nation is one of key importancewhen
trying to understandthe constructionof a collective
national identity with a potential for political
hegemony Through narratives and metanarratives,
disseminatedby potentially extremistpolitical, social
and civil agents,specificvisions of how the nation
should be are introduced into the mainstream
public. Thesevisions,though, are not new to our
societies,sinceit is possibleto track the origins of
these narratives to the 19th and 20th centuries,
meaningthat most of them are recycledand reused
from the past, adaptingthem to the contemporary
era and idiosyncrasieshut maintainingthe core and
underlyingideologiesof eachone.

Without forgetting about specific country
particularities, extremist narratives have common
topics and structures that help create relevant
transnationalties. One of the most prominent and
common structures across countries is the
glorification of the past of the nation, followed by
the descriptionof a decadentand hostile present,
and the possibility or promise of a hopeful and
better future for those consideredpart of the nation.
It is of great importance to mention that the
narrativesthat will be referred to in this section of
the report are extremelyexclusiveand intolerant of
the out-group, and it is possible to identify
xenophobic, misogynistic, and  extremely
chauvinistic visions of the nation. To achievethis

objective of glorifyingthe past, politically motivated
historicalrevisionisnprovesto be a crucialelement

Politicallymotivated historical revisionismworks not

only for the glorification of the past but also to

createa sharedideaof what meansto be part of the

nation on a cultural level From this perspective,
therefore, it is not enoughto be born in a specific
countryto be consideredpart of it, you alsoneedto

fit in with a strict cultural standard Inthis senseijt is
possibleto describeethnonationalism and nativism
as key underlying ideologieswithin most extremist
narratives related to the national topic. Both
ideologiesat the sametime, define clearantagonists
and enemiesof the nation which are deemed as
existentialthreats. It is especiallyrelevantto mention
communismas the great historical enemy of the

Western nations and culture, alongside Islam and
Muslim migrants Anti-communism, therefore, is
understoodasa fight, not only at the economiclevel
but also at the cultural level in what is defined as
culturalMarxismthat representswoke culture.
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Introduction

Therecyclingnature of extremist narratives,as well
as their ability to reinvent themselvesand circulate
through time and space, are key elements in
understandingheir strengthand socialpermeability
Thesenarrativesdo not disappeay they transform
and resurface,alwaysmaintainingthe core of their
fundamental ideas This complex and persistent
phenomenon has significantly influenced the
formation and evolution of national and cultural
identities. The conceptof the nation is central here,
as extremist narratives often appeal to nationalist
sentiments,redefiningwhat it meansto belongto a
nation. By exploitingthe notion of national identity,
these narrativestap into deep-seatedemotionsand
collective memories, making their messagesmore
resonantand enduring Nationalidentity becomesa
powerful tool in their arsenal,usedto draw sharp
distinctionsbetween"us" and "them," and to justify
exclusionaryand often aggressivepolicies Much like
the recycling of materials, this process involves
reusingand adaptingideasand conceptsto maintain
their relevance and effectivenessacross different
historical and social contexts The rhizome theory
(Deleuze and Guattari, 1987 offers a valuable
perspectivefor understandinghow these narratives
expand and connect nonlinearly, allowing for their
continuousadaptationand perpetuation

In this context, we must highlight how the recycling
of narrativeshas a transnational dimension which
can be seenduring the interwar period of the 20th
century with ideologies and regimes like those
represented by Benito Mussolini, Mikl6s Horthy,
Adolf Hitler, PhilippePétain,or Franciscd-ranco All
of them exemplified how nationalist ideas were
recycledand adaptedin different national contexts
Today,this phenomenoncontinueswith summitslike
EuropaViva 2024 an international meeting where

some far-right leaders from Europe and America
spreadextremist narratives,or other pan-European
identity movements, which reuse and adapt the
extremist narratives of the past for their own
contemporarypurposes

The transnational links not only strengthen
nationalism within each country but also create a

network of mutual supportand legitimizationamong

different movements, among which we could

mention not only the different parties of the

Europeanfar right, suchas EuropeanConservatives
and Reformist ECR)ldentity and Democracy(ID)or

Patriots for Europe (PfE), but also the far right

transnational networks at a Europeanand global

level, with a myriad of associationsorganizations,
foundations and think tanks ranging from religious
traditionalism to the defence of paleolibertarian
policies This transnational cooperation is a

continuation of historical practices, showing that

extremistnarrativeshavebeenpart of a broaderand

global discoursesince the early 20" century (see

Galimi and Gori, 2020. Recyclingreinterprets old

narrativesto adaptthem to the pertinent historical

context, but despitebeingreinterpreted or recycled,
they maintain the same underlying ideas Among

these ideasare ethnonationalism,anti-communism,
nec-fascism, and politically motivated historical

revisionismamongothers.

In the following sections, we will develop the
concepts and attempt to extract traceability and
relationships that allow us to understand how
extremist narrativesnot only persistbut also adapt
and recycle continuously to remain relevant and
powerful in different historical and social contexts
regardingthe nationalconstruction
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Politically motivated historical revisionism:

the trivialisation of fascism

Politicallymotivated historicalrevisionismis a powerful
tool usedby extremist groupsto rewrite the pastand
shape public perception of historical events This
processincludescreating a narrative basedon three
stages a gloriouspast, a decadentand hostile present,
and a hopeful future. This approach not only
manipulates collective memory but also trivializes
authoritarian regimes and their crimes, promoting a
distorted view of history. Theserevisionist narratives
tend to idealize a supposedglorious past where the
nation was prosperous,strong, and morally superior
Thispastis presentedin contrastto a decadentpresent,
characterizedby the loss of values, the invasion of
foreign cultures,and political corruption asthreats. The
solution to this decadenceis presented through the
support of certain selfproclaimed "patriotic" groups
that promise to restore the nation's greatness This
narrative schemais used to justify the adoption of
illiberalandauthoritarianpolicies

Throughthe trivialization of fascism the actions of
past regimes are minimized or justified. ltems like

"Francodid manygoodthings"in Spain,& a dza addf A
manygood(l K A yhRalysandthe & { & MR K A S f

theory in France(Petainwas the shieldwho defended
Francefrom Naziswhile De Gaullewasthe sword who
organisedhe resistance)are examplesof how the past
is whitewashedand repressivepoliciesare legitimized
Germanyoffers another examplewhich would be the
call for endingthe & O daff TidzAif the official party
programme of Die Heimat, former
NationaldemokratischePartei Deutschlands(National
DemocratidPartyof GermanyNPD)

The mentioned structure is somethingit is possibleto
see, also, in countrieslike Sloveniawhere in line with
the gloriouspast (Slovenandependenceand transition
to democracyin 1991) ¢ decadentpresent (perceived

persistenceof communism/culturalMarxism, fighting
for the values of Sloveneindependence)¢ hopeful
future, the partisansare blamedfor SecondVNorld War
atrocities and for bringing decades of communism
combinedwith the Yugoslawstate upon Sloveneswhile
Slovenecollaboratorsdid somegood things during the

SecondWorld War (they aimedto unitethe G Y I G A 2 Y I f

0 2 Runhderoneoccupyingorce). Thiswassolvedwith

the independenceconductedby the & (i N2 @GSy S & €

1991 with this concept,it is understood people who
were not communists

In this sense,the trivialisation of fascismis a crucial
componentof this narrative Minimizingthe crimesand
abusesof fascistregimes allows extremist groups to
present themselves as the true defenders of the
nation. Thisis achievedby recontextualizinghe actions
of controversial historical figures, and highlighting
positive aspects while ignoring or justifying their
atrocities A contemporaryexampleof this strategyis
the campaign launched by the Spanish neo-fascist
group Facta, which uses social media to spread
pidssagedshat trivialize the negativeimpact of figures
K& Francousing heavy politically motivated historical
revisionism and defend the culture wars as a key

elementin orderto winthe & ¥ Af@ KU OA @A £.A 1 |

In France, a similar process took place with the
repeatedstatementsof EricZemmourwho claimedto
write a Wi NastBry of C NJ y Ze@our's errors,
approximationsabusiveor tendentiousinterpretations,
as well as lies, led to a harsh responsefrom French
historians(Aglanet al., 2022). A similar reaction from
historianstook place in Spainover the mystifications
and public abuseof history by Vox (Casquete2023).
Thisshows,as we shallseein the Sciencesection,the
link between the scientific study of history and
extremistnarrativeslinkedto the nation.
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Anothercasewould be the so-calledmemorywar in
Italy, where the use and abuse of history are
reworked to justify the fascist war actions during
World War Il againstthe Alliedadvancewith the idea

In the case of Eastern European countries like
Hungaryand Poland,illiberal forces narratives step
away from the trivialization of fascismin favour of a
conservative authoritarianism and have promoted

of & (i Kfight for the | 2 Y St and,Rrally, & K S 8aws against any mention of fascism Current

were killed only becausethey were Italians” At the

sametime, there is an operation to criminalizethe

partisans,who fought for democracyand freedom

against fascism during the war. Through such
campaigns,they seekto change public perception
and normalizeideologiesthat were previouslyseen
asextremeor unacceptableSimilarlyto the memory
war in Italy, the criminalizationof partisan groups
also occurs in Slovenia, where the National
Liberation Army is blamed for resistingfascismand

Nazism, provoking more victims among Slovenes
during the Second World War, meaning the

occupationand fascismwere not that bad and were

not the real problem, but the partisanswere the

main and unlawful perpetrators of violence during

the war.

On the other hand, illiberalism, understood or

commonly identified as doubting standard
democratic procedures ¢ like hindering free

elections/notacceptingthe results¢ or disregarding
its institutions, playsa decisiverole in history politics

related to historical revisionism,particularly in the

trivialization of fascism,especiallyin countries like

Italy, Spain,or Germany,as has been recently seen
when the role of the nazi SS (Schutzstaffel,
ProtectionSquadron)vasdownplayedby Alternative

fur Deutschland Alternativefor GermanyAfD) MEP
Maximilian Krahor when Bjorn Hocke,another AfD

leader,demandeda ¢180-degreeturnaround in the

memoryLJ2 £ A G A O& ¢

accountsof Fidesz; MagyarPolgariSzévetségFidesz
¢ HungarianCivic Alliance), Mi HazankMozgalom
(Our Homeland Movement, MHM) and Prawo i

{ LINY ¢ A S Rlfaw gadd dustice, PiS) and

Konfederacja 2 2f y 21 id
(Confederation Liberty and Independence)relate,
instead,to a kind of law and order notion againstthe
chaotic liberals ¢ guilty of painful postcommunist
transition ¢ and the left-wing ¢ as successoparties
of the communistswho are to blamefor 40 yearsof
dictatorshipand economidbackwardness

The strugglefor the reinterpretation of history and
the trivializationof fascismare powerful tacticsused
by extremistgroupsto promote a distorted view of
reality. By idealizing a glorious past, criticizing a
decadent present, and promising a hopeful future
through illiberal policies, these groups seek to
legitimize themselves and gain public support
Understandinghesetacticsis essentiako countering
the spread of revisionist¢ or directly denialist ¢
narratives and preservinga balanced and critical
view of history.

That leads to, amongst other elements, the
appropriation of patriotism (country symbols and
national festivities) or democracy by extremist
agents and the proliferation of neo-fascist groups
that, thanks to S E (i NB Wakratives, Ranage to
move the Overton window ¢ understood as the
range of political discoursesor policies that are
acceptableto the mainstreampublic ¢ to introduce
determined ideologiesinto the mainstream public
andmedia

bASLRRf S30:
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In this sense the appropriation and reinterpretation
of democracy can contribute to concealing the
continuitiesin the narratives In the interwar period,
extremistgroupsR A Rpyefiidto be democrats put

Evenin the caseof the conceptof freedom, there is
a clear attempt at appropriation On the one hand,
extremist groups claim freedom in the face of a
supposed "progressive dictatorship” ¢ a syntagm

now a lot of them presentthemselvesasthe & (i NHz8sed, for example, by the Spanishparty Vox ¢ in

RS Y 2 ONMddiha éxecutorsof the & ¢ %of the
LIS 2 Lagahsta 3t 2 & A W& & yeaxefor
national identity. Now, many far-right movements
and parties have taken up a discoursewhere they
demand real and true democracy A paradigmatic
example albeit extraEuropeanwould be the caseof
Trumpismin the United Statesof Americaand the
Capitol attack on January 6, 2021, in which the
assaulterswere allegedly fighting against election
corruption and, therefore, the true and only
defendersof & NBderhokracy

In Hungary, for example, the appropriation of
democracyis, also, very related to the culture wars
When Fideszcame againto power in 2010 they
arguedthat the 1989 Hungariantransition was an
unfinished transformation, so now they would
complete the democratictransition by evadingthe
left from institutions. In the caseof Polandand the
PiS,the situation variessincethere is no significant
left-wing or liberal party in the domesticarena,only
different shades of moderate conservatives to
hardcore conservativesto far right, so the fight
againstthe left-wing and liberalsmeansto fight the
EuropeanUnion primarily, focusingthe culture war
againstthe @ 3t 2 & B NJarél the EU thus, saving
the nation from outside unwanted influence,
narrativewise.

which the liberal and left-wing elites are imposinga
"single thought" or "political correctness:" Another
exampleis representedby the demandfor freedom
in the face of an apparent"health dictatorship”, in
reference to restriction measures adopted by
governments during the Covid 19 pandemic and
vaccination obligations On the other hand, by
adopting clearly populist rhetoric, extremist groups
saythey representthe will of the people, opposing
the latter to elites who have emptied democracy,
both at a national and European level ¢ the
"technocracyof Brussels:"A discoursethat evidently
hasa strongEuroscepticharge
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It is interestingto explore the idea of pride of the
nation as an extremist narrative when it & K 2 dzf Rgase{i where in

It is alsopossibleto find examplesfor the Slovenian
May 1997, the Slovenska

have to be one per se For example,in the Italian

case the pride of beingltaliansand the ideaof Italy

as a great nation are linked to the stereotype of

G L G I beikglgofdlLIS 2 Ldfitdiani bravagente .0
Thismetanarrativeis important not only becaussit is

linked to neo-Nazior neo-fascistradical groups, but

also becauseit is used by the mainstreamparties,

thus beingkey for a better understandingof the use

and abuseof history linkedto fascistdictatorshipand

colonialism(see Del Boca,2005 Focardi,2020. In

the case of Germany, since 1945 extremist
stakeholders have always tried to implement

counternarratives that challenge the official

memory culture in Germany,but in the last yearsa

new significanttrend canbe observed extremeright

groupsand parties, and especiallythe AfD, try more

and more insistently to hijack some events
associated with the fight for democracy and

freedom, especiallythose related to the German
DemocraticRepubliq GDR)the uprisingof 1953and

the & LIS I QIS Pff dziIBR Iyf the latter, the

strategyis rather successfubecauseof the emotion

that sticksto the memory of 1989 and the political

culture and experiencesf EastGermancitizens,as

defiance towards institutions and media or direct

confrontation between the people and the

government that saw the people as a threat

(Hartmann, 2022 RichardsorLittle, Merrill and

Arlaud 2022).

DemokratskaStranka (SlovenianDemocratic Party,
SDS) proposed changing a national holiday,
Liberation Front Day on April 27. They arguedthat
commemorating resistance against German and
Italian occupiersin 1941 was misleadingsince the
LiberationFront was establisheda day earlier asthe
Anti-Imperialist Front, initially fighting all imperialist
forces TheLiberationFrontonly shifted focusto Nazi
Germanyand Fascistitaly after the Germaninvasion

of Russialn 1997the proposers,led by Jane2WI y O |

the leader of SDS, thus questioned the
appropriateness of celebrating an anti-capitalist

holiday while seeking EU membership WI y O

suggestedbolishingthe holidayin favourof June26,
markingSlovenia'sesistanceo the YugoslaArmyin
1991, thus framing communism as the enemy,
relievingthe pressurefrom fascismand makingthe
changegelatedto 1989 (1991 in Sloveniafhe main
focusanda historicalmomentfor nationalpride.
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Ethnonationalism and the fall of Europe:

a recurrent topic

Extremist narratives present the nation as a living
entity that needsto be savedfrom foreign threats.

Thenationis considereda living organismformed by
the dead,the living (the people),andthoseyet to be

born, an idea enunciated at the end of the 15th

century by the French ultranationalist Maurice
Barres founder of Action Francaise(see Sternhel

1972. Thisperceptionis achievedthrough extremist
narratives,and the in-groupis presentedasthe only
possiblesaviour To be considereda true Spaniard,
French ltalian, Hungariangtc., it is not enoughto be

born and live in the country. one must be part of

what is defined as authentically national After the

SecondWorld War, conservativesacceptedthe idea
of the nation asanyoneliving there as a citizen, but

now a part of them are reframingthis idea towards
the notion of the nationasa livingentity.

Within this conceptualframework, ethnonationalism
thrives as a central ideology for many of the
describedextremistnarratives Underthis ideological
shield, we find most anti-immigration and anti-
globalization narratives and some conspiracy
theoriesabout "globalistpowers" (GeorgeSoros,Bill
Gates,anti-NGOslike Open Arms, etc.). Theseanti-
immigration narratives have crystallizedunder the
idea of & ¢ KF&ll of 9 dzNP &J& &DBcline of the
2 Saanda ¢ [Geeatw S LI | O Drésenfaiids>

an existential threat to all countries The & C loff

9 dzN.2 ref&<to the perceptionthat Europeis in
irreversibledeclinedue to massimmigrationandthe
influence of foreign cultures, while & ¢ KCBeat
wS LI I O 8 ¥ @nspirdcytheory suggestinghat
European populations are being deliberately
replaced by immigrants from other cultures,
threatening the identity and continuity of European
nations(seeEkman2022).

Theseideasdate backto the interwar period when

narrativesof a decadentcontinentin dangerof being
invaded and replacedwere common For example,
after the FirstWorld War, ideasspreadsuchasthose
of OswaldSpengler,an intellectual member of the

so-called German Conservative Revolution, who

supported the thesis of the decline of the West
starting from a cyclicalvisionof history. Thisa thesis
that would havebeentakenup not only by European
fascismsin the 192Gs and 193G but also by

important thinkers of neo-fascismafter the Second
World War such as Julius Evola who had

considerable influence in the new neo-fascist
generationof the 1960s and 1970 (see Sedgwick,
2019 3-69). This recycling of historical concepts
showshow extremist narrativesreuseand adaptold

ideasfor contemporarycontexts

Although this might seem counterintuitive,
transnationallinks are the key for ethnonationalist
movementsin Europewhich, in effect, transforminto

supranationalistmovements A casein question is
the Identitarian movement, which createsalliances
between radical groups from different countries
under the same extremist narrative (see Zuquete

2018. Another exampleis the Europa Viva 2024
summit, held in Madrid in May 2024, a meetingthat

reinforcesthese extremist alliancesand exemplifies
how radical groups cooperate and support each
other at a pan-Europearnand globallevel Theslogan
usedby the Hungariangovernmentfor the semester
of presidencyof the EuropeanUnionwhich beganin

July 2024 is also symptomatic & a | Eu8opeGreat
F'3ALAYE
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Thisshowsthat for manyfar-right political actors,the

nationalism of their own country is not in itself
contradictory to the defence of a pan-European
nationalism This narrative also has historical roots
that start, at least, from the National SocialistNew
EuropeanOrderduringthe SecondWorld War andis
updated between the 1960 and 1980s by figures
suchas JeanThiriart and the JeuneEurope (Young
Europe)movementor by Alain de Benoistand the

FrenchNouvelle Droite (New Right),as well asfrom

mainly AngloSaxonwhite supremacistgroups that

linksit to the Westernsupremacyandthe Aryanrace
(seeCamusandLebourg2017).

Onthe other hand, in this ethnonationalistspace,it
is also worth mentioning femonationalism (Farris,
2017). Femonationalisnis the associatiorbetweena
nationalist ideology and some feminist ideas,
especiallywhen driven by xenophobicmotivations
Lining up with some of the claimsof the feminist
movement allows them to justify racist and
xenophobic positions, arguing that immigrants are
sexistandthat Westernsocietyis entirely egalitarian
Femonationalismis particularly pronouncedin the
Nordic context In Finland, while being critical of
feminism, and the so-called gender ideology in
general,genderequalityis nonethelessan important
elementin constructingnationalismin the extremist
discourse AsAskola(2019 54) putsit, the far right is
a1 y 2 fory viewing the promotion of gender
equality as unnecessaryor even harmful ¢ except
when they highlight immigration as a threat to
femaleSY I yOA LN GA2YE

Femonationalisms also pronouncedin the context
of Francewhere many debatesaround the veil and
the burkinihavebeenheatedfor manyyearsalready
Though femonationalists present themselves as
a RS T S yofRvBrieh, ¢he criticism of veilwearing
for instanceis a way not only to ostraciseMuslim
populations at large but also to stigmatise Muslim
womenfor acceptingpatriarchaland sexistpractices
The RassemblementNational (National Rally, RN)
leader, Marine Le Pen, has been clearly using a
femonationalistdiscourse for instance,in 2021 after
the murder of a young girl in Créteil, she claimed
that the a ¢ f A 0 yoR &drtaink Baylliéues
threatened dangerously women's rights in the
country.

In this sense, the underlying ideology of

femonationalismis ethnonationalism,not feminism
or women'srights. Xenophobiausesfeminism as a
means to an end (instrumentalisatiof), but the

ultimate goalisto fight againstimmigrants,especially
Muslims In this case,women's rights are just the

wrapping in which they hide their true ideology
Therefore,femonationalism,as homonationalism is
an example of ideological parasitism or semantic
hijacking that helps purple-wash ethnonationalist
agents, hiding their ideas under the pretext of

defending women's rights (about ideological
parasitismand semantic hijacking, see Forti, 2021:

169217, Eltchaninoff,2018. Thiscontributesto the

normalization of extremist parties, which try to

dissociate themselves from their dark past to

& O S y thediSelyesand attract as many voters as
possible
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Anti-Communism and the enemies of the
llpeoplell

Furthermore the ideologicalperspectiveof ethnonationalismeadsusto one of the

major narrativeswithin the theme of "nation™: the anti-Nation, understoodaswho

a true French,Spaniard Hungarian Finnish,German,Sloveniangtc. is, and who is

not. Anything that falls outside the parametersof the in-group is not a true
citizen/patriot. Theonlytrue nationisthe onethey haveconceived Thein-group of

this narrative often refers to itself as & t I (i NG (2Kirsie ©f the LI ( NJs 2 (0 & §
recurringsloganamongsomefar-right partiesacrossEurope suchasFratelliR Q L | €
(Brothersof Italy, Fdl),Voxin Spain,RNin Franceor Patriotsfor Europe,a recently

created European faction led by Viktor Orban and Marine Le Pen The -
problematisation they describe is the previously mentioned & C lof 9 dzN2 LJS &=
supportedby conspiracytheoriessuchasd ¢ Gatw S LI | O & tiébyy hosvz

not only usedby far-right parties,but alsoby mainstreamright-wing partieslike Les
RépublicaingThe RepublicansL.R)in France,especiallyby their candidateValerie ‘
Pécresseprthe a 2 K A @i S | yWithig tHigmetanarrativeof the Anti-Nation, it
ispossibleo find other relatedthemessuchasgenderandscience




We can take the Spanishcase as a generalised
sampleof the Europeanframework,with the idea of
anti-Spain being an example that combines the
recycling of the past and the construction of the
Other, that
Historically,anti-Spainhasbeena recurringtheme in
the Spanishnationalist narrative, developing since
the 19" century with figures such as Marcelino
Menéndez Pelayo, who advocated an ultra-
nationalism based on Catholic fundamentalism,
tradition and the SpanishEmpire C NJ y régin® a
(19391975 labelled their antagonistic frontier as
the anti-Spain,and this tag wasusedto delegitimise
opponents of Francoism,portraying republicanism
and other progressivemovements as a threat to
national unity and, therefore, the nation itself.
Franco positioned himself as the saviour of Spain,
justifying brutal repressionagainst his opponents
After C NJ yde@ah@ridthe transitionto democracy,
the conceptpersistedin certainconservativepolitical
discoursesand was used to discredit those who
advocatedgreaterregionalautonomy

Today, the idea remains a key tool in extremist
narratives, especiallyon the far right, which define
G 32 2RI y AdsdelRrédérsof the nation against
its enemies The & 3 2 R y A ihcNide Zaéright
parties such as Vox, some sectors of the Partido
Popular 6 t S 2 IBrtg QR), illiberal movements,
neco-fascistgroups,far-right think tanksand Christian
fundamentalists On the other hand, the anti-Spain
includeleft-wing parties, Catalan,Basqueor Galician
nationalisms, feminism, the LGBTIQ+movement,

is the enemies of the & LJS 2.LJ

This construction of the Other as an existential
threat seeksto create a clear division between the
defenders of the nation and its enemies,
perpetuating a narrative of confrontation and
&elusion, presenting the in-group as the only
possiblesaviourof the nation. Elementssuchasthe
one describedcanbe found acrossall of Europe,for
example, in France, where RN secretary, Jordan
Bardella, tagged the left-wing coalition as "an
existential threat to the French nation" while
presentinghis party asd LI Nidha Biikargvay as
of Orbanin Hungary,Fdlin Italy or the Freiheitliche
ParteiOsterreich(FreedonPartyof Austria,FPO)

Thecasesof Croatiaand Serbiaare alsosymptomatic
since Yugoslaviais seen from the perspective of
Croatsasa country where Croatsdid not haverights,
and from the perspectiveof Serbiaas a country
where Serbswere alwaysgivingtoo muchto others,
an idea that is highly entangled with the anti-
Western narratives in both cases In the Croatian
case, for
(HomelandMovement, DP) election campaignsaid
that the vote for Andrejt t Sy fré@ndhke Birvatska
demokratskazajednica(CroatianDemocraticUnion,
HD2Z)is a vote for the rapistsand for war criminals,
and their continued freedom in referenceto Serbs
since it is argued that the citizens of Croatia are
payingfor the expansionof the Serbianworld. Thus,
the Serbsare framed as rapists and war criminals
Furthermore, Eurosceptiddeas are also introduced
again in the election campaign, saying that the
G + dz] 2 KB NuillAnét be listeningto the dictate

Gt 20 LRBFENKRADE A Y| BISy | (i A deiteerBrusselor Belgrade

multiculturalismandthe EUinstitutions.

example, the Domovinski LJ2 1 NB
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In relation to those who are consideredenemiesof

the people, that is memberswho do not belongto

the nation, anti-communism and/or anti-marxism
plays a determining role and is establishedas a
recyclingof extremist discoursesfrom the interwar

period fascism In the WeimarRepublicfor instance,
Hitler and the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei (National SocialistGerman Workers'
Party, NSDAP)used & a | NJadaa tnmbrellaterm

to discredit their political enemies and the

& a | NEwuieteinat énly the communistsbut also
the socialdemocratsandthe liberals Thecreationof

anti-communist  discourse  legalised and
instrumentalisedin politics is important, especially
when Eastern Europe ¢ Hungary or Poland, for

example ¢ started to demand that the communist
past was a European suffering, not just Eastern
European Anti-communism, especially in its

contemporary form, remains a cornerstone of far-

right extremist narratives In recent years,the term

communism has significantly expandedto include
not only an economicposition but alsoa wide range
of progressiveideas This concept is known as
cultural Marxism, and it is presented as a mortal

threat to Western nations and cultures, equating it

with Islamasan existentialenemy(Jamin2018).

In this narrative, communismis not limited to an
economic ideology but encompassesa supposed
agenda of cultural Marxism, & ¢ 2 1 S YoSHEcéa £
Marxism This agenda includes elements such as
multiculturalism, seen as a threat to cultural

homogeneity and traditional values progressivism,
representing any initiative or idea that promotes
social change or justice and cancel culture,
perceivedasan attack on freedomof expressiorand
traditions. This construction of the Other as an
existential threat seeksto create a clear division
between the defenders of the nation and its
enemies, perpetuating a narrative of confrontation
andexclusion

In this sense cultural Marxismis presentedasa sort

of clandestinemovement seekingto destroy moral

values and traditional European societies This
narrative argues that progressive forces are

infiltrating all areas of society to weaken national
identity and social cohesion The fight againstthis

enemy is seen as a battle for the survival of the

nation and its fundamental values In that context,

modern anti-communism,or simplyanti-Marxism,is

articulated as a defence againsta vast conspiracy
that seeksto uproot traditional valuesthrough the

promotion of progressiveideas In this framework,
any movementadvocatingfor equality,socialjustice,
or cultural diversity is demonisedas part of a larger
plot to undermineWesterncivilization Accordingto

this narrative, the enemiesof the nation not only
include traditional communists but also a wide

varietyof progressiveandliberalgroups
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Accordingly, feminism is seen as a destroyer of
traditional
movementis perceivedas a threat to morality and

the traditional family. The socalled ¢ 3f 20 |

LJ2 ¢ SadNsOsare accusef promotingpolicies
that undermine national sovereignty, and critical
media are labelled as propagators of cultural
Marxism The institutions of the EU are seen as
agentsof globalisationtrying to impose liberal and
progressivevalues and environmental movements
are denouncedfor prioritising the climate agenda
over nationalinterests In Germany,climate activists
like the Letzte Generation (last Generation)
movementand the ecologistparty Die Griinen(The
Greenshavebecomeone of the maintargetsof AfD

gender roles, while the LGBTIQ+

In summarynowadaysanti-communismis presented
asa broad cultural struggleagainstcultural Marxism

Thisnarrative allowsextremistgroupsto consolidate
& natirinlistand authoritarianidentity, opposingany
effort to promote equality, socialjustice, or cultural
diversity By expandingthe definition of communism
and/or Marxismto include a wide range of social
movements,these groups seekto delegitimizeand
opposeany effort to promote equality, socialjustice,
or culturaldiversity

politicians,who stigmatisethemasd S@2 OA brf A & ( ¢

G4SA@2 NEAAGE

At the sametime, while attacking climate activists,
far-right parties praisethe virtues of the countryside
asit is possibleto exemplifywith the Serbiancase,in

which the far-right party Srpskastranka Zavetnici
(Serbian Party Oathkeepers SSZ),centres on the

regeneration of the villages, with the peasants
perceivedas the guardianof the state, family, the

nationandthe valuesof their society
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Conclusion

The perpetuation and adaptation of extremist
narratives play a fundamental role in the formation
and evolution of national and cultural identities.
Rhizometheory suggestghat these narrativesexpand
nor-linearly, allowing for their continued relevance
and adaptation in different historical and social
contexts The cultural battle for control of these
narrativesis crucial,as extremistgroupsuse historical
revisionism and the trivialisation of fascism to
legitimise authoritarian policies Furthermore, ethno-
nationalism and contemporary anti-communism
extend these narratives by portraying foreign and
progressivethreats as dangersto national identity.
Understandingand counteringthesetacticsis essential
for the promotionof democraticand pluralistvalues
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O 4 HISTORICAL ROOTS
OF EXTREMIST
NARRATIVES: GENDER




Executive summary

In numerousEuropeancountries,genderrights, reproductiverightsand LGBTQI#ights are
currently threatened and undermined Extremistgender narratives,often rooted in long
standinghistoricalcontexts,are beingpropagatedby both politicaland non-political actors
This section of the report takes an in-depth look at the historical roots of extremist
narrativesaroundgenderaswell astheir contemporarymanifestations Understandinghe
historicalroots of extremist gendernarratives aswell astheir readjustmentsmutationsor
changess essentiakto understandthe rise and mediatisationof thesenarrativestoday. This
understandingis also crucialfor proposingsolutionsto counter these extremistnarratives
and their social and political impacts Furthermore, these extremist narratives fuel
reactionaryandconservativaesponsegmergingin severalEuropearcountries

Tothis end, we first examinethe originsof the so-calledgenderideology. We define anti-

gender narrativesthat can be consideredextremist, in the sensethat they challenge
commonvaluesof respectand attack the rights of certain groups,particularlywomenand

LGBTQIli#ndividuals

Extremistnarrativesconcerninggender are rooted in a century-old vision of genderthat
was consolidatedduring the nineteenth century with conceptionsof gender roles and
traditional views on the role of womenbasedon ad y I (20NN SieEeideasare now
being revitalised by new political and non-political actors in nearly all the countries
examined Thissectionalsoanalysesanti-feminist and anti-LGBTQI-€xtremistnarrativesin
Europe

Additionally,in most of the countriesstudied,anti-gendernarrativescannotbe understood
without consideringthe influenceof religion and the Church Extremistnarrativesaround
gender are also connectedto other types of narratives such as anti-immigration or
Islamophobimarrativesthat will be analysedn the lastpart of the section




Introduction

Firstly,it isimportant to highlightthat the narratives
we now regardasextremistwere not alwaysseenin

this light. For instance, what are now considered
“radical" narrativesin terms of gender,suchas the

heteronormative idea of the & y 2 NJamity &vith

strict genderdivision,were once widely acceptedby
largesegmentf society

Therefore,it is crucialto analysethe historicalroots

of genderbasednarrativesand how these narratives
have become extremist and politicised, especially
over the last thirty years By anti-gender extremist
narratives,we meanall narrativesthat questionthe

progressand changesin gender relations between
men and women, deny genderas a socialconstruct
andthe power dynamicsit concealsfail to challenge
patriarchy, and oppose women's bodily autonomy
and the rights of LGBTQI4#ndividuals The narratives
we now label as anti-gender defend a nineteenth

centuryvisionof the family and a supposedinatural

orderé¢ Xwhich naturalises, dehistoricises, and

invisibilises the relations of domination between

men and women (Guillaumin, 1992 and the

subordinationof women to patriarchalpower in all

spheresof society A key characteristicof extremist
discoursesds the call for a return to a mystified past
where gender relations were largely codified and

rigid.

The radicalisationof extremist narrativeson gender
dependson at least these main factors First, we
must considerthe evolution of societyovertime and

the fact that these narrativeshavetransitionedfrom
beingwidely acceptedby broad sectorsof societyto
being consideredmore marginal,as they no longer
alignwith the evolutionof mentalitiesandlaws

Second,lt is necessaryto identify the actors who
continue to uphold these narrativesthat no longer
align with society and their social and political
impact Extremist counternarratives are not only
connectedto the progressiveacquisitionghemselves
but alsoto the actorswho haveintroducedthem. In
this sense,extremist anti-gender narratives can be
understoodascounter-narrativesagainstadvancesn
gender equality but also as a more general
opposition to left-liberal ideologies and against a
supposedntellectualelite.

Third, the radicalisationof extremistnarrativesmust
be also situated within a context of social
polarisation and the electoral successof far-right
partiesin severalEuropeancountries Theseparties
put forward narratives based on binaries such as
G) &g ¢ KSKtt S2 M GF AadldSwithin
these binaries gender ideology is positioned as an
internal enemy or an outside influence working
againstthe nation. These narratives have become
extremistin that the far right haspoliticisedthem to
push for reforms against legislative and social

progressin most societiesconsideredasd 2 S& G SN

sincethe secondhalf of the 20th century.
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Regardingthe evolution of anti-gender narratives,
there are at least three significant moments of
resurgence

1. Firstwave of anti-gendermobilisationin the 80Q a
Thestrongfeministmovementsof the 1970s brought
significantchanges,suchas the legal recognition of
rights (abortion rights, combating genderbased
violence, access to contraceptives, and laws
promoting work-life balance), and placed various
feminist demandson the political agenda In the
1970s and 198Cs, feminist activists in former

2. Secondwave of anti-gender narratives from the
2000s onward. Laws allowing samesex marriage
were passedin numerousEuropeancountries (such
as Spain, France, Ireland, Sweden, Germany,
Luxembourg, Norway, Finland, Portugal..),
prompting a crossborder mobilisationagainstthese
laws Concurrentlythe right to abortion cameback
under scrutiny and was challenged in certain
European countries (like Spain, Poland, Hungary
etc.), with various"Marchesfor Life" andother forms
of mobilisationorganisedacrossEurope

Yugoslavizhallengedhe socialistt dzii K 2 &idims A S35 MeToo movement from 2017, This movement,
of havingresolvedthe & ¢ 2 Y §j yi£5& (revenliig X alongside mass mobilisationsin other regions like

the disparity between the rhetoric of equality and
the persistent discrimination These demands and
advancementstriggered strong opposition all over
Europe Perhapsthe most notable examplewas the
phenomenon known in the United States as the
"backlash"(Faludi,1991) againstwomen during the
conservative administration of Ronald Reagan
Similar trends occurred across Europe, albeit in
somewhatsubtlerforms. In the 199Gs, the debateon
abortion rights re-emerged prominently, and the
formation of the first organisations representing
divorced fathers marked the beginningsof some
masculinisigroupsthat criticiseadvancesn women's
rightsand new genderrelations

Latin America againstfemicidesand in support of
reproductive rights, has had a transnationalimpact
amplified by social networks, bolstering global
feminist activism Concurrently, the MeToo
movementcausedmany counterreactionsthat have
reinvigoratedand strengthenedvariousanti-feminist
and masculinist movements all over Europe and
beyond
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The conceptof & 3 S yARFEINZ fordgiAated in the
199Gs, with a seriesof speechesdelivered by the
Vatican(Prearoand Garbagnoli2018) in responseto
the UN World Conferencesin Cairo (1994 and

S NJ A RS 2detié paditicsk Y R

right, and to a certain extent by some conservative
parties, as an & S E 2 3 Sigedlogii that notably
comes from the United States The same
phenomenonis observedwith the conceptof Woke

Beijing (1995. More broadly, @ 3 S y R $2 fis2 3 &léologywhichalsoencompassekGBTQlissues?

also linked to anti-globalisation movements,
characterised by a strong anti-communism,
antimarxism, anti-left and anti-multiculturalism
rhetoric, and framed within the context of the so-
calledculturewar.

In Italy, for instance there wasan earlyeffort to form
a coalition againsta 3 S yARFSING fingoRiagboth
the Vatican and various conservativegroups This
coalition sought to initiate anti-gender campaigns
with the goal of obstructing laws that support
LGBTQI¥ights or women'srights. In Germany,the
AfD and other far-right parties such as Die Heimat
(The Homeland) have consistently criticised what

they term a3 Sy RE Wy a (G NBTher feryh3 €

appearedin Die Heimat's2010 programand later in
the 2016 AfD program, along with terms like
G DS y-RSMNE NFbr
("Genderwahn" or "Gendergaga")which became
commonhashtagsn socialmedia

In general, what has been observed in several
countriessuchas Italy, Spain,Germanyor Franceis
that gender ideology is conceptualisedby the far

M® ¢CKSNBE Aa y2 OfSINI RSFAYALU
FGGSYyGiA@S G2 AYLRNIFyG &a20A8
g N OFy ©6S RSTFAYSR Fa Iy AR

using fafright tropes and conspiracism.

Another characteristic of today's extremist anti-
gender narrativesis the denial of the existenceof
structural gender violence which these narratives
analyse within the framework of interpersonal
relationships,and the oppositionto legal measures
against genderbased violence In this sense, the
Istanbul Convention (2011) ¢ on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic
violencec¢ hasbeenfiercely opposedby manyactors
aroundEurope In Spain,one of the objectivesof the
far-right party Vox was the suppressionof the Law
Against Gender Violence (Ley Integral contra la
Violenciade Género)passedin 2004 by the socialist
governmentof JoséLuisRodriguezZZapatero,as well
asthe 2022 law againstgenderviolencewhich was
expandedin 2024 Not all far-right parties deny the

a4 DSy RISRIY S & gXéstenceof genderviolenceper sebut often put the

blameon immigrantswho are presentedasthe main
perpetrators

250 2217 N 2RA1ORICK 20ydriNEF (B2 NGR AVST 2
| )/R AdadzsSa iv&adusdA | f £>8
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It is also worth mentioning that the term & 3 Sy’ R SINdculum, perceived as an instrument to impose
A RS 2 fdé@shdt primarily refer to genderstudies & 3 Sy & & 8.2 dhBchildren In Spain, a similar
On the contrary, it is a term coinedto opposeboth situation hasoccurred the far-right party Voxandthe
feminist and LGBTQI+activism that deconstructs  conservativet S 2 LIPa&yQw&ho jointly govern in
essentialistand naturalist assumptionsabout gender  severalregions,haveopposedthe introduction of sex
and sexuality Accordingto those who coined and affectiveand gendereducationin schoolsconsidering
instrumentalised the term, & 3Sy RRNG2 { 2 @Hiddéctrination
constitutes a threat to many societies,especiallyin
the West (Paternotte and Kuhar, 2018. However,  Anti-gender mobilisationshave become more visible
there were caseswhere anti-genderdiscoursesvere in public debatesover Europein the past years,but
directly connectedwith gender studies Perhapsthe their roots are deeper and politics against gender
most notable example is Hungary, where in 2018 were put forward long before the advent of
publicauthoritiesremovedthe accreditationof an MA contemporary anti-gender campaigns Indeed
programme in gender studies, which affected two &y 2 ( ¢ A (i KhatiGnalfifRefeyta&sacrossEurope,
universities the state E6tvosLorand University and gender and sexuality have for a long time been
the CentralEuropeanUniversity To someextent, this important pillars of radical right-wing A RS2 f 2 3
attackon genderstudiesin Hungaryoverlapswith the (Sauer,2019 173). We can observethat these anti-
targetingof the CentralEuropeanJniversityand more gender campaigns have operated within a
generallyof its founder GeorgeSoros Thisexample  transnationalframework for severaldecadesalready,
emphasiseghe fact that anti-gender discoursesare asthey sharethe samemodesof action, rhetoric and
central to the right-wing populist and far-right strategieg Kuharand Paternotte,2018).
movementswhich have been on the rise in Europe
and globallyover the lastten yearsand that they are It isa phenomenonpresentingitself asunified around
themselves structured as a discourse juxtaposing  Europeand beyond, with the same slogansand the
& A Yy 2g6r8efdbrservativelJS 2 Lapathstthose  same forms of mobilisation used by transnational
spreadingd 3 Sy RB 812 f(Grafféasd Korolczuk, organisationssuchasthe World Congres®f Families,
2022 112). CitizenGoor Political Network for Values,that have
receivedfrom 2009to 2018 a total of 707.2 million
It is noteworthy, however, that in Hungary, other dollars by religious extremist funders (Datta, 2021).
universitiesand gender studies programs have also For instance, the anti-abortion March for Life,
faced challengeswith genderstudiesbeingreplaced  organisedin the USAsince 1974 has branchedall
by family studies,reflectinga broaderpolitical shift. In over Europefor severaldecadesalready Marchepour
Germanythe AfD hasalsoopposedstate support for la vie in France,Marcia per la Vita in Italy or Sia la
genderstudies,dismissinghem as "pseudoscientific*  Vida in Spain Of course, it is also necessaryto
(2016 and solely ideologically and politically disentangleandlocalisethe interpretation of this anti-
motivated In France, the far right opposed the gender mobilisationthat might take slightly different
introduction of the "ABC[de I'égalité" ¢ a programto formsdependingon the nationalcontext
combatsexismandgenderstereotypesc in the school

w
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Extremistnarrativeson genderare often constructed
around the regulation and reinstatement of the
ay I G 22NR $atdeen men and women While

general, this yearning for a bygone era often
translatedinto a focus on safeguardinghe nuclear
family structure with its often-heteronormative

conservativesoften invoke a & G NJ R A drde2 y lideals and a gender binary & ¢ K As@é&ceivedas

often with a religious dimension,more radical and
extremist actors ¢ both within and outside the

natural and is combinedwith a traditional gendered
division of labour in the heterosexualmodel of the

political sphere ¢ tend to emphasisea & y I (i dzNindle¢ breadwinner and the woman as motheré

order rooted in biological elements that have
traditionally justified the exclusionof women from
the public and political sphere Some far-right
parties, like the AfD in Germany,may strategically
navigate between these interpretations to blur the
lines between what is perceived as socially
a I O 0 S hadrsugextréristviewpoints

The romanticisation of past relationshipsbetween
men and women and traditional valuesoften evokes
a senseof nostalgiafor a simplerand more idealised
historicalera, not only the 19th century but alsothe
195Gs when gender roles were supposedlywell-
defined and simpler In fact, after the end of the
SecondWorld War, countries considered Western
sawa resurgenceof the rigidificationof genderroles
and a reassertionof women into domesticspheres,
accompanied by a renewed dmystique of

femininityé. Meanwhile,in EasternEurope,g 2 Y S y Q\¥olk Theoppositionto & 3 S yYR- SANJ & i N&Bat Y A

position in society was perceived differently, for
instancein Yugoslaviavomen's political, social,and
economic rights were included in the new
Constitution of the Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslaviaalready in 1946 mainly due to their
participationin the antifascistresistance However,in

(Sauer2019 173).

For instance, in Germany, the defence of the
G G NI R ATiFAY2Ay@hiiér, mother, child) and »
criticism of the perceivedd R A & O NX ¥gaigst i A2 y
G Y2 (KA dza S gBedtiSdon Storch AD)
can be traced backto the Kaiserreichperiod of the
19th centurywhenthe slogand Y A yKRcEaYIA NI K
(childrenkitchenchurch)emerged Thissentimentis
alsorooted in the prevalentmodelofthe & K 2 dza S ¢
Y I NNIdurisighe 1950 in the FederalRepublic
However, this concept is also closely linked to
biologicalperspectiveghat canbe tracedbackto the
National Socialistideology, which influenced role
modelsin subsequentperiods Thisis evidentin how
far-right parties like Die Heimat or individuals like
Bjorn Hocke (AfD) define the family asthe & 3 S NJY
O S foft tie Volk tasked with preservingan intact
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3
emergedaround 2010 canbe seenas an adaptation
of theseearliernarratives
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In Spain,Vox hasrevivedthe myth of the anti-Spain
in which genderideologyrepresentsa direct attack
uponthe traditional societyand moral values In this
sense,Vox'sdiscoursehasbeenrecyclinga seriesof
ideas presentin Franco'sNational Catholicism the
defence of traditional family values and the
traditional heterosexuafamily asthe basisof society
In France,the Vichy governmentbrought back the
gender politics that had been rejected during
C NJ ysGctlSiiigglesn the 1930s. A seriesof laws
and incentiveswere implemented to reinforce the
role of womenasstay-at-homewivesandmenasthe
primary earnersand headsof the family. The Vichy
regimejustified the legaland socialsubordinationof

women by invoking theories of & y I (i dpdhblef €

inequalityandthe & S G S bigpdsifiodbetweenthe
masculineandthe feminine(Muel-Dreyfus,1996).

The Front National (National Front, FN) continued
using this narrative and defending family as the
centre of the nation and women as housewivesand
mothers Accordingto the FNin 200% & ¢ Kagily
ensures the transmission of values, norms and
traditions of civilisationto the peoplewho belongto
its YS Y 6 S Nis harrative manifesteditself in a
program that advocated for large families and
encouraged women to prioritise homemaking,
motherhood, or part-time work. Preserving or
reinstating this natural order between men and
women was seenas a fundamentalelementfor the

survivalof White, Christiancivilisation Graduallythe

Front National and then the subsequent
Rassemblemeniational adopted a more moderate
stanceon genderissuesat leastrhetorically,leading
to greater inclusivity, such as proposing the

constitutionalisatiorof the right to abortionin 2022

More recently, the leader of the French far-right
party Reconquéte(Reconquest) Eric Zemmour,has
occupied the political space left by the
RassemblemeniNational on genderrelated issues
and has put forward the notion of civilisational
survival Zemmouradvocatesfor the reinstatement
of the natural order and constructs an idealised
image of France,a lost country that Frenchpeople
remember fondly and with sadness Zemmour has
strongly voiced his disapprovalof gender theory ¢
and intellectuals who promote this ideology,
especially university scholars ¢ and its harmful
societalimpact, assertingthat its emergencein the
1970s-80s has prompted young individuals to
guestion their gender identities and reject the
concept of gender as a biological fact. In Italy,

ONSES TO EXTREMIST NARRATIVES

GiorgiaMeloni has attackedthe & 3 S yRENZ t 2 F & ¢

which  will
disappearanceof women and above all the end of
Y2UKSNK22RE

lead according to her to 4G KS o
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Antifeminist extremist narratives

The origins of anti-feminist narratives¢ that oppose,
undermine, or reject feminist principles and efforts
toward achievinggenderequality ¢ canbe tracedback
to the 19th and 20th centuries, when ideas were
recycledand reusedfrom earlier anti-feminist groups
that for instance opposedwomen's presencein the
publicsphere particularlyin politics

During the 197Gs, one of the main causesof the
feminist movementwas the fight for abortion rights.
At the time, very few countrieshad legalisedabortion
in Europe,except for Yugoslaviavhere abortion was
legal already from 1952 and even constitutionally
guaranteedin 1974 and Hungarywhere abortion was
liberalised in 1953 In many countries, the 1970s
marked the beginning of the decriminalisation of
abortion: Francein 1975 followedby Italy in 1978 the
Netherlandsin 1984 Spainin 1985 Greecein 1986
Belgium in 1990 and Germanyin 1992 In these
countries, there was strong opposition against the
decriminalisation of abortion from religious and
conservativemovements Political parties also took a

stand against abortion: in Spain,the t S 2 LIPa8yQa

strongly opposedthe decriminalisationof abortion on
religious grounds, and in France,the Front National
aimedat abolishinghe Veillaw.2

Indeed, one of the main pillars of extremist anti-
gender narratives was and remains the fight against
abortion: anti-abortion mobilisations,encompassedn
the so-called & LINR FrSvements, operate on a
transnationallevel In recentyears,we havewitnessed
attempts to influence public policieswith for instance
the presenceof pro-life associationsn public hospitals
in Italy. Additionally,in severalcountries,abortion laws
have actually been restricted such as Poland, and

Hungary where despite having long-standing liberal
abortion laws, this right has been also challenged
underh ND tggv€rament

Anti-feminist narrativesportrayedfeministsasa threat
to socialorder, to the family model,and to societybut
also lamented the perceiveddecline of male power.

This victimisingrhetoric has been repurposedby far-
right and masculinistgroupsall over Europe Indeed,
theseanti-feminist narrativesfed the manospherethat
hasbeen gainingtraction in many countriesin Europe
this pastdecadeor so. In some caseswomen are also
spreadingthese extremist masculinistnarrativessuch
as Frenchfar-right activistand socialmediainfluencer
Thaisd'Escufonwvho servedasthe spokespersorf the
ultra-nationalist and Islamophobic Génération
Identitaire  (Generation Identity).
audienceis formed mostly of men, and she spreads
narrativespromoting female chastity,motherhoodand
a & 0 NI R madelSléafluential in the USA, the

G G NI R @avénseat ¢ influenced by Christian
religiousvaluesand conservativepoliticsand spreadby
alt-right movements ¢ has also gained traction in

Europein the pastfew years,evenin countrieswhere
genderequality is highly valued,suchas Finland,with

onlineinfluencersselfidentifyingasd T SYA Yy A a i a

2. The Veil Law,named after politician SimoneVeil, is a landmark
piece of Frenchlegislationthat legalisedabortion in France This
law passedin 1975 was a significantmilestonein women'srights
andreproductivefreedomin France

5Q0Sa02 dzF
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It isinterestingto note that theseanti-feministnarrativesare relayedalsoby female
politiciansfrom influential parties CarlaToscandrom Voxconsiderghat the goalof
feminists"is not to protect women, but to destroy straightwhite men". In France,
Marion Maréchalhasclaimedthat feminismdoesnot care about fighting violence
againstwomen and that only reactionaryfeminismwould truly defendthe cause
KatalinNovékin Hungary,former Minister for FamilyAffairs, hasbeenvocalabout
her opposition to what she terms & N} R DY X y asaweélE & Dominika
/ K2 N2 aaingndbgrbf the Polishparliament It is alsoworth noting that some
of these actors do not explicitly presentthemselvesas & I Y BN A pek sebut
distinguish their adequate feminism from the & NJ R X1 @|2f] 66 & Fand
G Y dzt G A O deiidisinNderiasa&hieat.

In severalcountries,we can also witnessthe emergenceof a reactionary female
activism opposingfeminism and promoting a return to traditional gendervalues
Forinstance,the Antigones,a Frenchfar-right women'smovement,that claimsto
be & I BN A ypkyed & Significant role in mobilisations against samesex
marriage through groups like La Manif pour tous. In Poland,female activist and
leader of the pro-life foundation A & O Rd8izina(Life and Family)KajaGodekhas
activelybeen opposingfeminist callsfor expandedreproductiverights and gender
equalitymeasures




Extremistnarrativeson LGBTQI+ights

After the first demonstrationsin defenceof LGTBQI+
rightsin the 1970s, the 1980s and 1990s were marked
by a reactionary wave in the wake of the AIDS
epidemicthat wasusedin manycountriesto stigmatise
the homosexualpopulation One of the first demands
of homosexuakollectiveswasthe decriminalisationof
homosexuality from the Penal Code, the
depathologisation of homosexuality, and the
recognitionof samesexmarriageand adoption

Thesedemandswere receivedwith a strongpushback
by far-right parties and movements In 1984 Jean
Marie LePen,leaderof FN,claimedthat homosexuality
G O2 y a iabidicdgdakudd sociall y 2 Y lthiat&an
leadto & (i &l of the ¢ 2 NIFdthe Front National,
the so-called homosexual lobbies were originally
presented as a danger to the existence of the

traditional family: & (i faily, targetof all - { I a©d
all the evils camefrom May 68 with its individualistic
and selfishspirit. In general,for the far right, the main
threats to the traditional heterosexual family put

forward were the so-called gay lobbies, samesex
marriage abortion,divorce,andsingleparentfamilies

However, the position of some far-right parties has
evolved over time and moved towards a seemingly
more tolerant approachregardingLGBTQI+ights. For
instance, Marine Le Pen adapted her discourse to
attract alargerelectorate,in contrastto her fatherwho
used to make openly homophobiccomments In the
past few years, several key figures of the
Rassemblemeniationalhave comeout asgay. Julien

Odoul, JeanPhilippe Tanguy, Sébastien Chenu, and
before them Florian Philippot and SteeveBriois The
same situation can be seenin Germanywith Alice
Weidel (AfD) who is openly homosexualwhile her
party never ceasesto denouncewhat they call the
G wS 3 S yto RHA ISly ARayhiboivEropaganda)

A similar processcan be seenin Finland the Finns
Party had fiercely opposed the law on samesex
marriagefor many yearsbefore it wasfinally voted in
2001, makingFinlandthe last country in the Nordicto
adopt sucha law. But more recently,leadingfiguresof
the party such as SebastianTynkkynen came out
publicly as gay while being openly Islamophobic,n a
similar way as Pym Fortuyn at the beginningof this
century in the Netherlands This apparently
progressiveattitude towards LGBTQI+¥ights servesnot

a only as an electoral strategy but also as a new tactic

that involvesusing LGBTQI+*ights to ostraciseother
communities,especiallythe Muslim communities This
is the phenomenonof homonationalismasdefined by
Jasbir Puar (2007, which refers to the increasing
acceptanceof LGBTrights by (mainlyWestern)nations,
andthe parallelcomplicityof lesbian,gay,bisexualand
transgenderpeople and associationswith nationalist

policiesto condemnMuslimsasd K2 Y2 LIK2 6 A O¢
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IncludingLGBTQ-+membersdoesnot meanthat far-
right parties are promoting or advancingLGBTQ+
rights, andit cansometimeswork againstthe cause
In Serbia,the previousPM and current presidentof
the Parliament,Ana. NJ/ I i6 & @enber of the
LGBTQI+community However, . NJ/ | [tad dot
prioritized LGBTQI+ights and has contributed to
further devaluingthe LGBTQIl€ausein Serbia It is
important to note also that even though the
attitudes of severalfar-right parties haveevolvedon
the samesex marriage front, most remain strongly
conservativeon many other fronts, suchasadoption
rights for gay couplesor surrogacy Moreover, more
radical parties and movements are less likely to
adopt this apparent tolerant outlook towards
LGBTQI+ights and still retain a strong oppositionto
LGBTQ+ights, evento samesex marriage For Eric
Zemmourof Reconquéte,d Y | NN& befv&eh a
man and woman L (a@ & y & G A § aizide’sigilar
statements can be found with AfD members for
instance¢ and samesexmarriageis seenas paving
the wayto surrogacyandother perceivedexcesses

Inthe pastfew years,the far-right parties'opposition
to LGBTQ+ights has increasinglybeen targeting
transgender rights, evident in the production and
mediatisationof a & Y 2 N} fy” rCte topic. In
Finland,the FinnsParty opposedvery strongly the
trans law voted in 2023 Similarly in France,the
RassemblemenNational showsa strong reluctance
towards transgenders rights, for instance by
proposing in 2023 a law to forbid transgender
athletes to compete In 2024 six LGBTQI+
associations filed a complaint against former

ReconquéteMarion Maréchalfor transphobicslurs
The same phenomenacan be witnessedin Spain
where the far-right party Vox together with the PP
have strongly opposed the so-called Trans Law
passedby the Spanishsocialistgovernmentin 2022
which recognises,among other rights, gender self
determination

Additionally,in manyother Europeancountries,anti-
feminist narratives are giving way to anti-trans
narratives which are being supported by certain
sectors of feminism, particularly by women who
were involvedin the feministmovementin the 1970s
andwho now identify asa NJ REASOMIAfYOATERFS £
(transexclusionary radical feminists) In France,
feministslike ElisabethBadinterand CarolineFourest
refer to a & 4 NJ y & 3 SdgdoS§yNahighiitisey
believeunderminesbiologicalg 2 Y S ggks In this
category,we canalsofind authorslike Dora Moutot
and Marguerite Stern ¢ former Femenactivist ¢ as
well as the selfproclaimed feminist collective
Némésighat maintainsclearlinks with the far right.
The conflict between transinclusive and trans
exclusionary radical feminists has also recently
erupted in the postYugoslavspace as well (Pan,
2023.
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Finally,it is alsocrucialto highlightthat in manyof the
countries studied in this report, LGBTQI+ights have
been recently either criticised, attacked or reduced
during the past few years In Hungary,the 2022 Act
LXXIXaimed at protecting children from paedophilia
was heavily criticised for stigmatising LGBTQI+
individuals In Poland, where LGBTQI+rights are
already among the least respectedin Europe,some
municipalities and regions have created & [ Dfreé
1 2 vy Sifce€2020 with the lastzonebeingrepealedin
2024 In ltaly, we can also witness worrying
developmentsasa S f 2 géver@raienthasbeentaking
a hard line aiming at limiting the rights of samesex
couples Forinstance,the Italian parliamentapproved
in 2023a hill aimingat criminalisingoverseassurrogacy
under the pretext that this reproductive techniqueis
mostly usedby samesexcoupleseventhoughin more
than half of the casesit is used by heterosexual
couples Legislativeefforts to halt the registration of
childrenof samesexcoupleshave also beeninitiated,
and some ltalian cities have already begun removing
the namesof non-biological mothers from the birth
certificates of children born into samesex
relationships
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Extremistanti-gendernarrativesandreligion

Religionhas historically played a significantrole in
shapingextremist genderrelated narrativeson two
levels using religious values as a means of
mobilisation and leveraging the Church as an
institution to influence public debates on gender
related issues Thefocushasoften beenon abortion
rights and reproductiverightsin general,on LGBTQI+
rights, and on the defenceof the abovementioned
G y I (i daietbét@eensexes

Referencesto Christian values can be found in
variouscontemporaryfar-right parties Forinstance,
in Spain, Vox defends catholic traditional family
valuesandthe & y I (i2dbNR @itd¥egardto gender
andgenderroles Duringa meetingin 2019between
Spanish Vox and Polish PiS, politician Kosma
%0 2 (i staeild A $antto defendChristiarvalues

Hungary,Poland, Sloveniaand Croatia,the Catholic
Churchhasinfluencedfor many decadesdiscussions
on gender in general and on LGBTQI4rights and
abortion rights in particular Of course,the Vatican
hashada stronginfluence¢ and remainsinfluential ¢
and has articulated narrativesaimed at preventing
the denaturalisation of the family and the
degenderingof socialrelations Despite being seen
as relatively progressive Pope Francishas beenthe
most significant institutionaliser of anti-gender
politics in Italy. Forinstance,in 2016 his declaration
of the doctrine of faith (AmorisLaetitig) includedan
entire paragraph warning about the dangers of
gender theory. Some churches have also openly
supported anti-abortion and  anti-LGBTQI+
campaigns,such as the SlovenianCatholic Church
but alsothe SerbianOrthodox Church For example,

jointly with Vox in the Europeant | NX A lwHil8 y (iMitopolit Amfilohije w | R 2 @thed head of the
Santiago Abascalvowed for a Europe @ 0 I @8 R SerbianOrthodoxChurche opposedthe Pridemarch

respectfor the sovereigntyof its Statesand Christian
cultural N2 2 (h &rance EricZemmourand Marion
Maréchal claim to defend Christian values and a
traditional family model, in a similarfashionasViktor
Orban in Hungary The AfD has also emphasised

of 2009 and employed a contentious metaphor to
attack samesex relationships,arguing that & Iltree
that bearsno fruit is cut down and thrown into the
FANS €

DS NI I y6& GENR & B R (ahd2 of WezR S 2
ChristianA R S y {iasparéofthe a 2 S & OEMIi dzNEB ¢

(Abendland)in connection with traditional family
valuesandgenderroles

Therole of the Churchg asaninstitution ¢ of course,
variesdependingon the national contextand on the
religion Therole of the Churchhasbeenand still is
more prevalentin Catholiccountries In Spain,ltaly,
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Anti-abortion and anti-LGBTQI-mobilisations have beenlinked to or
supportedby the Churchand varioustypes of religiousorganisations
As mentioned earlier, a variety of & a | NXd¢ § & Thé&vé been
observedthroughout Europe for decades,often with more or less
official ties to the Church These mobilisations can take different

forms, for instancein Croatia,groupsof ultra catholic men, suchas
a dzO S Budite (Be Manly) or Y £ S 6 (Th& Rrieelers),have been
praying in public places and advocating against abortion, for the
restoration of male authority and women's modesty and chastity In
Croatia, sociologist and leader of the ultra-Catholic association
Vigilare, Vice John Batarelo, has participated in these eventsand is
also connected to the Croatian branch of the Polish extremist
organizationOrdo luris, which played a key role in the oppositionto
abortion rights in Poland In contrast, in some countries, such as
Finland,the Churchhas actually been targeted by the far right for
beingseenasoverlysupportiveof & NJ A yadd# @ £ fidSadogy,for
instance dueto their participationin eventssuchasthe PrideParade




Gender and animmigration narratives

Asour report illustrates,another hallmarkof extremist
anti-gender narratives prevalent in many of the
countries examinedis the promotion of motherhood
and advocacyfor a return to traditional genderroles
Theemphasison motherhood haspersistedin political
and social discourses since the 19%h and 20th
centuries These narratives, rooted in racist and
biologisticnotions of nationhood, are closelylinked to
the formation of modern nation-states They uphold
women's roles as conveyorsof national values and
guardiansof national identity againstexternalthreats.
Extremistanti-gender narrativesare reviving many of
these ideasto stigmatiseimmigrant populations and
advocate for increasingly stringent anti-immigration
policies

Somenarratives put forward by the far right portray
motherhood as a means to counter the perceived
threat of mostly nonwhite immigration (see
femonationalism  Farris, 2017. The Great
Replacement conspiracy theory has clear gender
based elements the white population is being
replacedby a non-white and Muslim population and
one way to counter this invasionis to have as many
(white) children as possible Thistheory in its current
form has been developedby Frenchfar-right thinker
Renaud Camus in 2010 ¢ and recycled by Eric
Zemmourg but is rooted in theoriesthat originatedin
the 19%th century and were adopted by the French
NouvelleDroite (NewRight)in the 1970s.

Forinstance,in Spainthe historicalnotion of the mujer
de valor (woman of worth) is being utilised by the far
rightt a good honourable Spanish woman will
contribute to the O 2 dzy’ 8uN&albit making (white)
children In Germanythis narrative canbe traced back

to the National Socialistperiod when women had the
duty to reproducefor the preservationof the Volk(the
race) In the caseof Italy, Mussolini's fascist regime
defendedand imposedsimilar narrativesand policies,
centredon the birth rate andincreasingdemographics
Andin a similarwaythe currentfar right,anda St 2 y A Q&
government itself, defends birth policies against a
supposedd A Y @ | ai migrshés Also, in this case,
there are transnational networks that spread these
narratives all over the world, such as the Budapest
DemographicSummit

Theideaof population replacementis complemented
by population reduction women must have more
children to counter the demographicdecline of the
nation. In Croatiaand Serbia,but alsoin Italy, these
narratives are evident over the past 30 years, but
particularly in the last decade, significantemigration
has occurred Thissituation often leadsto assertions
that national issues can be solved by increasing
childbirth rates However,behindthis pronatalism, we
canseea clearpoliticalagendafor instancewithin the
white supremacistnovements Forradicalpronatalists,
havingmore children is a societalimperative, not an
individualchoiceandis offered asa responseto saving
our civilisation from disintegration Women are also
blamed for being selfish by not having enough
children, hence not fulfilling their & R dziiahd
contributing to the decline of our nations ¢ 2 Sad S
g 2 Y Swhé & Y Athe& blood with foreign men are
also targeted by the far right and considered as
& G NJ .AFordnstiinée, Jukka Hankamaki,a former
Finns Party candidate criticisesin 2020 & O N@b#ler
Y I A i@ éconsiders that women mate with
foreignersto take revengeon Finnishsociety
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These narratives are of course put forward by men but also by
Occidentalisfeministssuchas Frenchactivist SolveigMineo who calls
for & OA W S NV larfid AdaNBEY | (i whileA GalNhg out the
Gy dzf f AYLI NSRORAT I yeO&identalistfeminists are often
connectedto the far right, such as French Collective Némésisthat
advocatesfor the defence of oppressedd ¢ K ¥ & §and calls for
G NB YA I Nd @ X Rfstedh Y S y dre the biggest threat for
G2 83 sz YSy ¢

Many far-right politicians consider ¢ 2 Y S yrighis and mass
immigration, feminism and multiculturalism as incompatible This
narrative canbe found in many countries,suchas Spain,ltaly, France
and Germanywhere sincethe 2015 so-called refugee crisis German
women have often been presentedasthe victimsof & @A 2Musinf (i
Y S y i Slovenia,some media outlets and politicians shared false
information suchas an alleged170% increasein rape committed by
migrants In countrieswhere genderequality is regardedvery highly
and constructedas a national trait, suchas Finland,Muslim men are
also constructedby the far-right as patriarchaland misogynist,while
local men are seenas defendersof women and genderequality For
instance,the primary goal of the far-right street patrolling group the
Soldiersof Odincreatedin the aftermath of the 20156 NBE F OIS $A 4 € >
wasto protect & K 2 y 2 dzpwhite) fFiBnishwomen againstMuslim
menwho were portrayedasintolerant towardsg 2 Y S gigktar even
assexualpredators




Today's extremist anti-gender narratives can be
understood as counter-narratives or counter-
movementsthat opposethe feminist and progressive
advancesand recognitionof LGBTQI+ights that have
taken placein Europeover the last 50 years Extremist
anti-gender narratives are articulated around the
creation of a seriesof threats to create a senseof
insecurity in society This strategy facilitates the
acceptance of measures against the legal
developmentsve haveoutlinedin the report.

On the other hand, extremist anti-gender narratives
are often intertwined with other types of extremist
narratives of a racist or xenophobic nature.

Mediatisation,the influenceof socialnetworksandthe

spreadof fake news and the rise of the far right are

other key elements in understanding the rise of

extremist anti-gender narrativesand their acceptance
in part of society

Finally, while extremist anti-gender narratives are
mostly propagated by far-right, conservative and
radical religious groups, actors from other political
spectrums are also adopting such narratives This
shows the need to study extremist anti-gender
narrativesfrom multiple perspectivedo considertheir
complexity
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05 HISTORICAL ROOTS
OF EXTREMIST

NARRATIVES: SCIENCE




Executive summary

The perception of science, its sociopolitical

significance, content requirements, institutional

basis,and evenreflection on individualscholarshave
been always embeddedin the greater project of

state-building and nation-building Thenation is also
the key conceptto understandingsuch sub-systems
asscience|ts organisationand content Politicaland

public attitudes were influencedby the fact of how

well certain core values of national identity were

addressedby scientificinquiry. The commonfeature

of what we call far-right parties, illiberal civil groups
and movementsis that they take advantageof the

different forms of nationalism,xenophobia,racism,
and EU scepticism From this perspective the focus
and results of scholarly endeavour are estimated
accordingto how well they support or weakenthe

extremistcause

Becauseof the closeinterlinkagewith the national
agenda,it is inevitablethat there are someoverlaps
of subjects with other sections Whereas the
connectionto the report on the nation, basedon the
abovementioned, is rather obvious, gender issues
are alsodeeplyingrainedin sciencerelated debates
Genderattitudes governedby perceptionsof nature,
biology and demography are occurring in  most
reflections These overlaps, nevertheless, are
exploredin this sectionfrom the angleof scientific
discourse bringing hence perhapsadded elements
to these highly important and societally central
subjects

In this report, the discussionabout the historical
roots of current debates regarding science is
structured to point out the underlying common
Europeannarrative trends and their anchorageto
relevant past discourses These are further
elaborated by distinguishingthe various national
versionsof the samethemes and tropes The main
argument of this sectionis that in addition to the
apparent historical continuities and the prevailing
joint featuresnot only testifies about the circulation
of narratives ¢ in time and space ¢ but more
importantly shows how the common topics are
adjusted and interpreted/translatedto the national
politicakcultural contexts, by which more nuances
andmeaningsare created

Technically, bringing more light to the different

national examplesis referred to mostlyaséa y I G A 2

Ol & Shutt the parties and movements are
introduced at first mention. However, individual
politiciansare, as a rule, not mentioned, due to the
limited spaceof the section
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Introduction

The positioning of science is entrenched in a
historical evolution of two main intellectuat
ideologicaltrends of the 19" century that had a
tremendousimpact on the evaluation of science
The rise of nationalism was influential in those
stateswhere creatinga modernstate wasan urgent
issue The Germanand Italian unification process,
the independencedreamsof the smaller states of
Finland, Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, and Croatia
under the Habsburgand Russianempires ¢ all
neededto harnesssciencefor their nation-building
project Hence, the thematical selection and
orientation of sciencewas to serve national goals
anddevelopthe sciencen nationallanguagego be
accessibldor the national resurrection Thetraces
can be detected today;, funding is allocated to
researchthat is alignedwith the national interest,
andinterpreted by the powerholders

Criticismof modernity, and the role of scienceand
rationality, was another trend that shaped the
reception of science There is a new intellectual
stream of thought emerging in the early 19th
century. Romanticism Romanticismas a counter
Enlightenmentmovement, emphasisedemotions,
religion, mysticism, and mythology instead of
rationality. Romanticism also questioned the
outcome of the French Revolution, the citizen
nation concept, and offered instead the so-called
Volksgeisor Nationalgeisttradition, which is often
referred to by its main theorists Herder and
Savigny The spirit of the nation not only provided

the core of ethnic identity, but it referred alsoto a
natural or indigenousknowledgeembeddedin the
national character This was perhaps the first
G SY 2 (& az)F focialsciences The traces of
Romanticismcan be detected in contemporary
refuting of scientificknowledge

The trend of raising emotions to the centre of

attention was reinforcedalsoin the secondhalf of

the 19%th century by industrial and technological
revolutions New scientific achievements and

technological innovations became increasingly
incomprehensiblgor most of the people Thisled,

on the one hand, to a growing breach of

communicationbetween scholarsand the people

While literacy grew across Europe, nevertheless,
sciencewas less and less seen as connected to

practicallyapplicableknowledgeand from the early
20th century sciencewas often referred to as an

ivory tower activity,detachedfrom life.

Discourse on science from a comparative
perspective

We can detect several common characteristics
regardingthe attitudes to and politics of sciencein
our target area Sciencein this report entails
equallysocialsciencesand humanities,physicaland
life sciencesas well. The nation-building and
national identity-related processesare inevitably
embeddedin the scienceof history.
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Therole of nature in perceivingscience

Natureis one of the centraltropes connectedto the argumentof the naturality of

the true nationalexistence Natureis seenasa sourceof provingthe purity of the

core valuesof a community Nature is juxtaposedto new global technological
advancementsto emphasisethe superiority of the simple life that only the

countrysidehabitation canoffer. Thisnotion is emergingalsoregardinghow nature

representsthe natural order of thingsin societalorder and especiallyliberal, all-

embracing values These conceptions are reminding of the 18th century
Rousseauad . t@f I  dendiigh, claimingthat the sinful and artificial society
corruptspeoplethereforethey shouldturn awayfromit.

Similarly, these goals resemble with 19" century German idea where the
glorification of nature is linked to the conceptof Heimat (homeland)and where
the right to the landwasthought to be inherited by the bloodline (Blutund-Boden
ideology) Nature was alsothe ultimate sourceof health in the Germanspeaking
countrieslate 19th ¢ early 20th century TheLebensreformmovementadvocated
that urbanizationand industrializationderailed life from its natural environment
therefore people should seek naturalism, vegetarianismand natural medicine
(Fritzen2006). Althoughnot all the supportersof this movementwere or became
extremiststhe glorificationof nature wasnot systematicallfinkedto the Blutund
Boden ideology However, there were connectionsbetween the naturopathic
trends, the early vaccinationmovementsand the national socialistmovement,
especiallyn the beginning



